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The TCNS is intended to advance the goal of the National Historic 
Preservation Act (NHPA) to protect historic properties, including 
tribal religious and cultural sites, in an efficient and convenient 
manner that promotes the interests of both Tribes and the
communications industry. Tribes indicate their geographic areas 
of interest by specifying the states or counties where they wish to 
be notified about proposed construction.



• An on-line, password-protected system that notifies federally 
recognized American Indian Tribes and Alaska Native Villages 
(collectively, “Tribes”), Native Hawaiian Organizations (NHOs), and 
State Historic Preservation Officers (SHPOs) of proposed 
communications tower constructions in areas of interest 
designated by the recipients. 

• Provides a means for Tribes, NHOs, and SHPOs to respond 
directly to the companies or entities providing notification as to 
whether they have concerns about the proposed tower 
construction.
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• In order to use the FCC’s online filing systems, you need an FCC 
Registration Number (FRN).  

• If you currently hold an FCC license, you already have an 
FRN and can use it to access the TCNS and E-106 systems.

• To obtain an FRN, you will utilize the Commission Registration 
System (CORES):  https://fjallfoss.fcc.gov/coresWeb/publicHome.do

• You will need to call the FCC Customer Support 
1-877-480-3201 or submit an eSupport request to 
register your FCC Registration Number (FRN) for 
access to both systems. 



From the WTB homepage use the FRN 
Registration link to go to the 
Commission Registration System 
(CORES) to obtain an FRN.



Choose to Register and receive your FRN.



Continue to the contact information page.



Complete the information on this page and Submit.  You will receive an 
immediate online confirmation with your 10 digit FRN.



From the WTB homepage use the 
TCNS/E-106 link to go to the Tower 
Construction Notification System 
(TCNS).



http://wireless.fcc.gov/outreach/index.htm?job=tower_notification

Select the LOG IN button to enter your FRN.



Enter your FCC Registration Number (FRN) and Password.

• Reminder: You will need to call the FCC Customer Support 
1-877-480-3201 or submit an eSupport request to register your FCC 
Registration Number (FRN) for access to both systems.



Select the Tower Construction Notification System and then the Login button.



The TCNS homepage provides the following options:

• Submit a new notification
• Update the status of a notification
• Refer a listed notification
• Refer a notification where initial contact was not made through TCNS

Choose to Submit
a New Notification.



Continue to the 
Proposed Structure Data 
page.

Enter the structure owner contact information.   All of the automated system 
email notifications will be sent to the email address you provide.



Continue to the Notification 
Summary page

Enter the structure and location information



A summary screen displays the data you have entered.  

The system will determine the County
based on the coordinates entered.



You may choose to Cancel the submission of the notification or you may choose Edit Notification to correct any 
of the data.
You also can attach relevant documents to the notification that can be reviewed by the Tribes.  
These documents may be maps, project detail documents, surveys, etc.



Use the Attachment Utility, which opens in a separate window, to upload an unlimited number of 
attachments. Each attachment can be 10 MB or less.



After verifying the summary page and adding attachments, Submit Notification.



Upon submission of the notification you will receive this online confirmation.



At the same time you receive the online confirmation the TCNS system will immediately generate a 
confirmation email to the email address you provided in the contact information.



Once each week the TCNS compiles the notifications submitted during the 7 days prior and processes the Weekly Notice of Tower 
Construction Notification System Filings to the Tribes.  The Weekly Notice of Tower Construction Notification System Filings emails to the 
Tribes are sent on Wednesday and the letters are sent  to the Tribes on Thursday via regular US mail..



On Friday, the TCNS system will generate the “NOTICE OF ORGANIZATION(S) WHICH WERE SENT PROPOSED 
TOWER CONSTRUCTION NOTIFICATION INFORMATION” email, which will be sent to the email address you provided 
in the contact information.  This email provides a listing of the Tribes that were notified about the structure project 
and any details about their review process.



The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) released a Declaratory Ruling 
(FCC 05-176) on October 6, 2005 clarifying portions of the Nationwide 
Programmatic Agreement (NPA).  The clarification addressed situations where a 
federally recognized Indian Tribe (Indian Tribe) or Native Hawaiian Organization 
(NHO) has not responded to a TCNS notification, or to the applicant’s and 
Commission’s efforts to determine whether the Indian Tribe or NHO has an interest 
in participation in the review of the proposed project. 

The Declaratory Ruling states that once a wireless provider or other tower applicant 
(applicant) has made two good faith efforts over 40 days to obtain a response from 
an Indian tribe or NHO about a proposed communications tower or antenna, the 
FCC will, upon notice from an applicant, send a letter and/or e-mail to the Indian 
tribe’s or NHO’s designated cultural resources representative, seeking an indication 
of whether the Indian tribe or NHO has an interest in participating in the review of 
the proposed facility.  If the Indian tribe or NHO does not respond within 20 days of 
the FCC’s letter and/or e-mail, which will be followed up by an attempted FCC 
telephone contact during the same 20-day period, it will be deemed to have no 
interest in the review of the proposed facility.  At that point, the applicant will have 
fulfilled its obligations under the NPA, and the Indian Tribe or NHO will be deemed 
to have no interest in pre-construction review of the proposed project. 



TCNS accommodates this referral process.

• The TCNS system email/letter,”Weekly Notice of Tower Construction 
Notification System Filings”, is considered the 1st contact to the Tribe.

• If, after 30 days, the Tribe has not responded, a 2nd attempt to contact the 
Tribe should be made outside of the TCNS system.  This 2nd attempt may be 
made via telephone, e-mail, letter or fax.

• On the 41st day after the date of the Tribes 1st contact, the system will make the 
notification available for referral to the FCC by displaying a Refer this Notification 
link next to the notification on your homepage



Click on this link to refer a notification to 
the FCC for the Final Request of Indication 
of Interest letter/email to the Tribe.



The system will list all Tribes/NHOs who were sent this notification via email and/or letter from TCNS. 
The system will specifically identify the following Tribes/NHOs:

-Those who have details indicating that no response means they have no interest
-Those who have responded via TCNS (The user will be able to view the reply.)

The system will not permit the user to select a Tribe/NHO who has been identified as having additional 
details indicating that no response means they have no interest or have replied to a notification using 
TCNS.



Select the unresponsive Tribes.



Enter the date of your second contact attempt for each Tribe.  If the Second Contact Date is the same 
for all Tribes, you will only need to enter it once and use the Apply to Selected Tribes/NHOs link.



Continue to the Referral Summary Page.



The Referral Summary Page allows the user to review 
the information submitted in the original notification, and 
to review their referral information.



You can go back and edit the Selected Tribes/NHOs and the Second 
Contact Date provided, or continue to complete the submission of the 
referral.



The system provides an on-line confirmation of successful receipt of the referral.



At the same time you receive the online confirmation the TCNS system will immediately generate a 
confirmation email to the email address you provided in the contact information.



Each Thursday TCNS compiles the notifications referred during the 7 days prior and processes the Proposed Construction of Communications 
Facilities Final Request for Indication of Interest (20 Day letters/emails) to the Tribes.  



TCNS will also process the Notification of Final Contacts email to you.  It will be sent to the email 
address you provided in the original notification’s contact information.



Your Notification of Final Contacts email advises that if you or Commission staff do not 
receive a statement of interest regarding a particular project from any Tribe or NHO 
within 20 calendar days of the date of this email, your obligations under Section IV of 
the NPA with respect to these Indian Tribes or NHOs are complete. If an Indian Tribe 
or NHO responds that it is interested in participating within the 20 calendar day period, 
the Applicant must involve the Indian Tribe or NHO in the review as set forth in the 
NPA, and may not begin construction until the process set forth in the NPA is 
completed.
You are reminded that Section IX of the NPA imposes independent obligations on an 
Applicant when a previously unidentified site that may be a historic property, including 
an archeological property, is discovered during construction or after the completion of 
review(4). In such instances, the Applicant must cease construction and promptly notify, 
among others, any potentially affected Indian Tribe or NHO. An Indian Tribe's or NHO's 
failure to express interest in participating in pre-construction review of an undertaking 
does not necessarily mean it is not interested in archeological properties or human 
remains that may inadvertently be discovered during construction. Hence, an Applicant 
is still required to notify any potentially affected Indian Tribe or NHO of any such finds 
pursuant to Section IX or other applicable law.

See Clarification of Procedures for Participation of Federally Recognized Indian Tribes 
and Native Hawaiian Organizations Under the Nationwide Programmatic Agreement, 
Declaratory Ruling, FCC 05-176 (released October 6, 2005) (Declaratory Ruling).



• The FCC Customer Support Center may be reached from 
8:00 A.M to 6:00 P.M. Eastern Time, Monday through 
Friday.

• Phone: 1-877-480-3201 (select option 2 when prompted)

• TTY: 1-717-338-2824 

• Submit an on-line Help Request 
https://esupport.fcc.gov/request.htm

Questions and Technical Support

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION
Wireless Telecommunications Bureau
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